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This policy and guidelines have been developed to safeguard children and staff. They apply to everyone involved in the intimate care of children.
Children of primary school age can be especially vulnerable. Staff involved with their intimate care should be sensitive to their individual needs.

At all times we will treat with respect any child who has need of intimate care and show regard for their privacy and dignity.

Definition of Intimate Care.

Intimate care may be defined as any activity required to meet the personal care needs of each individual child. Parents have a responsibility to advise staff of the intimate care needs of their child and staff have a responsibility to work in partnership with children and parents.

Intimate care can include: Feeding - Oral Care - Washing - Dressing/Undressing - Toileting - Menstrual Care -Photographs -Supervising a child involved in intimate self - care.

Principles of Intimate Care

· Every child has the right to be safe

· Every child has the right to personal privacy

· Every child has the right to be valued as an individual

· Every child has the right to be treated with dignity and respect

· Every child has the right to be involved in and consulted on their own intimate care to the best of their abilities

· Every child has the right to express their views on their intimate care and to have such views taken into account

· Every child has the right to have levels of intimate care that are as consistent as possible

- All staff employed in the school have been vetted by Access NI and receive Child Protection Training delivered by the Designated Teacher every 2 years.

- Instances may arise when children with medical conditions need care which is more personal in nature than that which is normally needed in school.

- In such circumstances we will follow the Regional Policy and Procedures of the

 Southern Health Trust, approved by the Child Protection Committee (9:26 – 9:31) 

(Appendix 1)

- This states that only named staff within our school should undertake the intimate care of children. This being the case, as each instance arises, a procedure will be written into the child’s file naming the person(s) who will administer intimate care (e.g. the child’s domestic asst. where applicable) and another named person in case of absence. The nature of the intimate care should be clearly understood and recorded.

- The named staff will be trained, if necessary, in the specific types of intimate care that they carry out and fully understand the Intimate Care Policy and Guidelines within the context of their work. Staff will undertake only those aspects of intimate care that have been agreed and recorded between the school, the care giver and the parents.

- In the case of medical interventions, the Senior Management Team, as well as those teachers and assistants involved with the child, will be trained by the school nurse or other medically qualified experts. These members of staff will be named on the child’s care plan & procedures and only those named may administer medical aid.

- Intimate Care arrangements will be agreed and signed by the school principal, care giver and parents and reviewed annually, or adapted as the need arises, with the signed agreement of all concerned parties.

General School Procedures

If a child has an accident in school and needs to change clothes, our procedure is that the class teacher will provide the child with a change of clothing and the child will dress him/herself in the privacy of the appropriate toilet area.

If the child needs assistance, the assistant and / or teacher will use an area which affords privacy to the child and follows safeguarding guidelines.
If the child is injured Mrs Burns or Mrs. Doherty will administer first aid in the secretary’s office.  If the injury necessitates further treatment, she will telephone the parents or the emergency contact number provided by the parents on the child’s registration.

Parents are aware of these procedures and sign an agreement when the child first registers with the school.

Intimate Care Procedures for 

_____________________________________________
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Procedure to be followed:
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